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912-228-8228 
www.angellearningcenter.com

NOW ENROLLING 

ALL AGES 
6 months to 13 years old

ANGEL LEARNING CENTER is an accredited private learning center that provides a premier early 

education and child care experience for children and families. Our Owners, Leadership Teams, and 

School Staff partner with parents to help build the right foundation for future learning and in life.

178 Basswood Dr., Savannah GA 31407  

(located in the Highlands Area of Savannah)



CONTRIBUTORS

1. Jonathan Chick is a photojournalist and 

editorial photographer based in Guyton, GA. He is currently 

the university photographer at Georgia Southern (Hail 

Southern!). When he is not out taking photos, he enjoys 

spending time with his wife, Carrie, his two children, Jude 

and Ruby, and his two fur babies, Logan and Jezebel.

2. Haley Emory is 23 years old. She’s a full time dental 

assistant and she runs her photography business on the side. 

She started taking photos in October 2019. Haley has a dog 

named Lola who she love to spend time with, and when she’s 

not working, she likes to relax and spend time on herself. 

3. Jane Grismer is the owner of Brands that 
Flourish, a marketing agency that focuses on developing 
strategic brand vehicles infused with compelling content 
and engaging graphics. Jane was born and raised in 

Lynbrook, NY, and moved to this area in 1998.

4. Cindy Reid is a graduate of Mills College in 

Oakland, CA. She spent most of her career working with 

authors in the retail book business before becoming 

one herself. She has a daughter who lives in the state of 

Washington. A native of New York’s Hudson Valley, Cindy 

now makes her home on St. Helena Island.

5. Claire Sandow is a freelance graphic design 

and marketing professional who lives in Savannah with 

her husband, daughter and two cats. She is a graduate of 

Georgia College & State University, where she received 

a degree in Mass Communication. In her spare time, she 

enjoys pursuing her many hobbies, including knitting, 

crocheting, quilting and running.

6. Walinda “Linda” West is an accomplished 

communications executive and freelance writer with more 

than 30 years of experience. Based in Maryland, Linda and 

her husband are building a home in Pooler, where they will 

split their time.

7. Katrice Williams is a married mother of two. She 

graduated from Georgia Southern University with a Business 

Administration Degree. Interestingly enough, at the time, she 

also had an interest in writing. She and her family moved to 

Pooler in 2003 from the Atlanta Metro Area. She later decided 

to pursue her writing interests. Katrice appreciates the Lord 

Jesus Christ and the many blessings that He has bestowed 

upon her. She loves spending time with her family.

8. Laura Zielinski is a freelance graphic 

designer specializing in print design. With more than 16 

years experience, Laura enjoys shaping stories through 

meaningful design. When she’s not working, she loves 

spending time with her husband Keith and their three 

beautiful children, Alli, Matthew and Claire.

9. Carter & Mabel, morale o�cers, are inseparable 

siblings who enjoy roaming their backyard at home, sitting for 

hours on the back porch and coming to the o�ce to greet 

visitors and encourage the sta�. They love getting treats and 

taking long naps in their mommy’s o�ce in the afternoons.
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PoolerMagazine.com now includes 
MORE community information,  

MORE events and �happenings and  
MORE great stories about the people, places and 

happenings from Your Community �Magazine.

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS:

Your Community Website

POOLER
CLAY COPELAND

PoolerMagazine.com
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Shopping locally 

benefits the Pooler 
community in ways 

big and small. This 

holiday season, visit 

some of the wonderful 

shops, restaurants, and 

businesses right here in 

your own community.

ABOUT THE COVER

{        }We want to hear from you! 
Please send your comments,  

questions and stories ideas to  
Jan@JDelSURMarketing.com.
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Add to Cart. Buy Now. Free 

Delivery. These enticing words are 

perfectly crafted calls-to-action to 

drive you to make your purchases 

online. But when you do this, you’re 

missing out. 

Missing out on unique 

items that you can’t find on big 
e-commerce sites. Missing out 

on stellar service with a smile. 

Missing out on the richness and 

the connection to our community. 

Missing out on buying local.

With the pandemic affecting so 
many small businesses, it is more 

important than ever to consider 

shopping locally.

When you choose to do business locally, your dollars stay here and 

benefit your community in a tangible way. When you buy local, sales 
tax revenues fund projects like parks, recreation facilities and roads. 

The profits reaped by the business also stay local, supporting other local 
businesses and nonprofit organizations, instead of funding a billionaire’s 
trip to space. 

I always love our annual Shop Local issue. It is very rewarding to 

get to know local business owners, hear their passion for what they do 

and the gratitude they feel when people choose to shop with them or use 

their services. This issue will give you a look at many of Pooler’s can’t-

miss local businesses. (Be sure to check out some of my favorite local 

items on page 18.) 

After reading this issue,  I hope you stop by a local vendor event, 

visit a local retailer or consider a local business first before making your 
purchasing decisions. 

There’s no time like the present to start—stop by that new local 

restaurant you have been meaning to try, pick up a gift at that cute little 

shop on the corner, or try a local doctor instead of driving out of town. 

Our community is special. We learn to appreciate it even more when 

we get involved and take the time to get to know the local businesses. 

Jan Southern
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CEO/Publisher

Pooler Magazine

PUBLISHER’S THOUGHTS

JAN SOUTHERN
CEO/Publisher
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Pooler Magazine is proudly 

produced by:

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Write to us and tell us what you think. Pooler 

Magazine welcomes all letters to the editor. Please 
send all letters via email to Jan Southern at Jan@
JDelSURMarketing.com. Letters to the editor 
must have a phone number and name of contact. 
Phone numbers will not be published.

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS

Pooler Magazine welcomes story ideas from our 
readers. If you have a story idea or photo essay 
you would like to share, please submit ideas 
and material by emailing Jan Southern at Jan@
JDelSURMarketing.com. 

Stories or ideas for stories must be submitted by 
email. Only feature stories and photo essays about 
people, places or things in the Pooler area will be 
considered.

CIRCULATION: Pooler Magazine is published 
bi-monthly and distributed to more than 250 
locations throughout the area, as well as mailed to 
thousands of homes. The full magazine is available 
online at PoolerMagazine.com.

Views expressed in editorial or advertising do not 
imply endorsement by J. DelSUR Marketing Group.

Reproduction in whole or in part in any manner 
without the written permission of the publisher is 
strictly prohibited.

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK
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All candles and wax melts are hand poured in small batches 

in our store. Try our car fragrance and room sprays, too!

3130 Highway 80, Suite B | Bloomingdale, Ga.

APPLE SAGE    |    APPLE PIE    |    CRANBERRY CITRUS    |    COZY FLANNEL    |    PUMPKIN SPICE    |    TOASTED MARSHMALLOW

      FALL FRAGRANCES ARE

Ready to Harvest

ItsALLMarketingpodcast.com

Tune in to the It’s ALL Marketing Podcast
A Podcast for Local Business About Local Business

Hosted by Dr. Jan Southern

LISTEN NOW! 

Interview with Pam 

Southard, Excutive 

Director of the Greater 

Pooler Area Chamber  

of Commerce

Interview with  

Melissa McBride Stille  

of Stille-DeWitt  

Health Brokerage

PLUS

Want Better Google Rankings and SEO Performance?
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There are countless ways that shopping locally benefits the 
Pooler community, but are you aware of how it helps you? 

1.	 Local Businesses Use Other Local Businesses: Local 
businesses are more likely to utilize other local businesses 
such as banks, service providers and farms.

2.	Local Businesses Donate More to Their Communities: Did 
you know that local businesses tend to donate more to local 
causes than other bigger businesses? These business owners 
are your neighbors and friends, so they care about the local 
community just as much as you do. That little league team or 
local charitable organization benefits greatly from healthy local 
businesses who want to give back to their neighbors. Keeping 
your business close to home is just another way that you can 
give back to your community.

3.	Money Stays in Your Community: For every $100 you 
spend at local businesses, $68 will stay in the community. 
Independent retailers return more than three times as much 
money per dollar of sales to the community in which they 
operate than chain competitors. Independent restaurants 
return more than two times as much money per dollar of 
sales than national restaurant chains.

4.	Shopping Local Creates More Local Jobs: Local businesses 
means more local ownership. These businesses are huge 

contributors to local jobs. Supporting a local business also 
supports the local workforce.

Easy Ways to Support Local Business

It isn’t always the easiest or most convenient option to visit a 
local independent business rather than a large national chain 
that might be down the street, or even Amazon. However, there 
are plenty of ways you can help support your local economy in 
Pooler by thinking local first:

•	 Try the menu at a local restaurant for lunch or dinner
•	 Purchase a birthday present at a local gift shop
•	 Make a point to visit a shop you haven’t been in before. 

Make this a weekly goal. You will be so glad you did.
•	 Visit a local nursery or hardware store for your lawn and 

garden needs
•	 Get your car serviced at a local mechanic
•	 Visit the many area Farmer’s Markets or vendor events to 

buy ingredients for dinner or holiday decorations. 
•	 SHARE! SHARE! SHARE! Almost all local businesses have 

social media accounts on pages such as Facebook and 
Instagram. Share their posts and help them get noticed.

Finally, help build good reviews for the local businesses within 
your community. A quick word about your great experience can 
go a long way for helping others decide on whether or not to try 
out their products or services. Thanks for your support!

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT to Sh� Local
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F
or many residents, the idea of getting it all done in 

Pooler seemed more like a dream than a reality. The 

city, however, has rapidly evolved into a one-stop shop 

to fulfill its commitment to become a place where you can eat, 
shop, play and stay.

“Pooler has it all!” Pooler Mayor Rebecca Benton said. “It’s 

expanding with even more businesses and opportunities for 

our residents.”

Born and raised in the Pooler area, Benton has witnessed 

the expansion first hand. 
“Our city is progressing—coinciding with new businesses, 

expanding infrastructure to meet our growing needs. All this 

while maintaining its small-town feel. We are very proud of 

where we are as a city.”

 The mayor along with the city council work with Pooler 

government staff to keep it a safe and desirable place to live, 
work and play.

To another lifelong resident, Dana Noto, the city’s 

transition has been extraordinary.

“I live and work in Pooler, and the luxury of being able to 

take care of all of my family’s needs without leaving town was 

unfathomable just a few short years ago.” 

“From groceries to retail to medical care, it’s all here. We 

used to have to travel into town (Savannah) for everything. I 

am very proud of where we are now as a community.”

We highlighted some businesses to eat, shop, play and stay.

Story by Jane Grismer 
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FLEET FEET POOLER: GETTING POOLER MOVING AND ON THE MAP

For nearly 20 years, Fleet Feet has 

been the local authentic specialty running 

store. Gauging both the area’s economic 

impact and the demographic of the 

store’s growing customer base, Fleet Feet 

Savannah owner Mike Nadeau identified 
the need to add a Pooler location.

“Pooler has so much growth and 

excitement happening that it’s a privilege 

to serve the community,” Nadeau said. 

“We’re excited to bring our services to 

Pooler and help them to get moving.”

 The local Fleet Feet stores have been 

the first stop for runners and walkers to 
be properly fitted for the correct shoes 
that align with the body, specialized 

apparel such as clothing made with high-

performance fabric, and properly fitted 
sports bras for women. 

It’s also the hub for training, 

community and road racing. 

The stores in Savannah and Pooler 

both emphasize the importance of offering 
training programs at no cost.

“My goal is to get people involved at 

all levels—whether it’s off the couch or 

shaving time off of your PR,” Nadeau 
said. “It’s important to us and that’s why 

we meet every runner and walker exactly 

where they are at. Community is the 

cornerstone of our business.”

With local racing getting back into 

the groove after an unprecedented past 

year and a half during the coronavirus 

pandemic, look no further than the 

local Fleet Feet community calendar 

to promise a well-managed racing 

event in the area. Fleet Feet offers race 
management to charity organizations 

and adds those events to their publicized 

community calendar.

With races just beginning to come 

onto the Pooler event stage, there’s no 

telling where running will take this city. 

Like the pioneer that Fleet Feet Savannah 

was when it first entered the area in 
2002, consider Fleet Feet Pooler to be a 

stake in the ground, a center for runners 

and walkers alike, the beginning of a 

movement. Wish list? Putting Pooler on 

the national running map.

MISS SOPHIE’S MARKETPLACE: 

A TREASURE IN ITSELF

Inside Pooler’s local treasure, the 

National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air 

Force, is Miss Sophie’s Marketplace, 

a business owned by Teri and Steve 

Bell. Not only a local favorite for lunch 

(Tuesday-Friday, 11:00am-2:00pm), the 

establishment also has a booming catering 

business for the Greater Pooler area. 

 With a British pub flair as a nod to 

the World War II museum’s decor, Miss 

Sophie’s prepares some of the most 

iconic Southern entrees (read: comfort 

food). Customers can select from their 

full menu with both Southern and British 

fare or can choose from the hot bar 

specials that are announced daily on 

their Facebook page. 

We’re approaching (one of) Miss 

Sophie’s favorite times a year: their holiday 

catering and very popular to-go holiday 

meals. The Holiday “Take and Bake” is 

the tried-and-true option for customers 

to have dinners already prepared so they 

can spend more time with their families. 

Some have been known to bring in their 

own casserole dishes for Miss Sophie’s to 

fill—a secret pact between customers and 
the restaurant.

 In business for 16 years, Miss Sophie’s 

Marketplace has withstood the test of time. 

During the pandemic lockdown, customers 

rallied together to keep them afloat.
 “We’re so thankful for the support 

of our Pooler family, especially during 

the shutdowns. Just when we were sure 

we would have to close the doors, they 

adjusted with us and kept supporting us,” 

Teri Bell said.

 “I can’t even describe the generosity 

of this ‘small town.’ It was so amazing and 

humbling. Customers, old and new, held 

us up and forever endeared themselves 

to Miss Sophie’s. I wouldn’t want to do 

business anywhere else.”

 And for Pooler, Miss Sophie’s 

Marketplace has certainly become a 

treasure in itself.

(912) 330-0778

175 Bourne Ave., Pooler

       /MissSophiesMarketplace

912-988-7927
1702 Pooler Parkway, Unit 103, Pooler

www.fleetfeet.com/s/savannah/ 
locations/pooler

Shop
in POOLER

Eat
in POOLER
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LAVISH HAIR SALON: SUSTAINABLE SUCCESS
For Melissa Mast and Whitney Figueroa, co-owners of Lavish Salon, 

the jump to business ownership in Pooler in 2015 was not only a natural 

decision but the best they ever made. 

While working in Pooler for over 15 years, they were able to see 

the diversity and rapid growth within the city while connecting to the 

community and honing their craft. They decided it would be a great place 

to do business. 

They weren’t wrong. Their connections sustained them as they were 

seamlessly able to transition into business ownership with great success by 

offering services such as hairstyling, hair color, aesthetics and makeup.
“We have recently added an aesthetics department,” Whitney said. “Our 

aestheticians provide a wide range of facial services for a variety of skin 

conditions. We also provide cosmetic services such as brow lamination, 

lash extension, henna brows and body sugaring, just to name a few.”

Committed to sustainable beauty, they are proud to be a GreenCircle 

Certified Sustainable Salon, which is a system to thoughtfully and efÏciently 
help recycle beauty waste. They also are a Davines concept salon with a 

product line of sustainable hair care products.

Besides beauty and sustainability, their passion is for people -- both 

from the customer perspective and in developing new talent.

“We are committed to elevating the beauty industry. Over the past two 

years we have implemented an associate program to help grow and educate 

career-minded stylists while maximizing their earning potential,” Melissa 

said. 

They also have a following of loyal customers that have kept their 

advertising budget significantly low because of word-of-mouth referrals.
“We’ve had customers that have stayed with us for our entire careers and 

they send their friends and family,” Melissa said. “Of all the joyful things 

within our business, this, to me, is a wonderful sign of our success.”

Play
in POOLER

912-348-3053

www.lavishhairpooler.com

1212 US-80, Pooler, GA

HOLIDAY INN & SUITES SAVANNAH AIRPORT POOLER: THE PLACE TO STAY IN POOLER

One of Pooler’s newest 

hotels, the Holiday Inn 

Savannah Airport 

Pooler—located just off 
of Interstate 95 inside 

the Tanger Outlets—is 

a comfortable haven for 

travelers, corporate dwellers 

and shoppers alike. 

The hotel has become 

a favorite for corporate 

stayovers, and this year 

has become an unofÏcial 
headquarters for group holiday 

shopping excursions with 

Tanger Outlets just steps away. 

“We love seeing how 

travelers are creating 

exclusive getaways while 

utilizing the nearby retail outlet space,” 

said Sheren Hinton, director of sales and 

marketing for the hotel.

With a full in-house restaurant and bar 

with many nearby dining options and just 

a short ride to the Savannah Hilton Head 

International Airport, this 104-room jewel 

is a great place to retreat. The hotel also 

houses a highly sought-out, 1,330-square-

foot meeting space for corporate events 

and parties. 

Dee Muff, General Manager of the 

Holiday Inn Savannah 

Airport Pooler, is forecasting 

a significant increase in room 
occupancy for the upcoming 

holiday season. 

“We opened our doors 

to a brand-new hotel about 

the same time that the world 

shut down,” Muff said. He 
also stated that “the upturn of 

the local economy and recent 

travel trends in our area is 

very promising, and we are 

especially looking forward to 

the year ahead.” 

He also thanks Pooler 

for helping to pave the way 

for success in the business 

sphere.

“Being a member of the Pooler 

community has created a backbone for our 

business that became evident during the 

recent turbulent times—support that we 

will never forget,” Muff said. “It absolutely 
pays to do business in Pooler.” 

912-450-9800  |  savannahholidayinn.com  |  100 Outlet Parkway, Pooler

Stay
in POOLER
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BOLD SOUL BOUTIQUE: 
STYLE AND PURPOSE

When you enter the doors of Bold 

Soul, an independently owned boutique in 

Tanger Outlets, you will find an eclectic mix 
of carefully hand-selected apparel items, 

beautiful accessories and inspirational gifts. 

The items in the store are carefully 

curated with delicate earth tones and a rustic 

vibe. From the T-shirts to the paper goods, 

there are positive messages throughout Bold 

Soul that can almost guarantee to put your 

mind on the right path.

All of the items in the store serve 

a purpose. For owner Carrie Rouse, 

her business was born in 2015 out of a 

passionate entrepreneurial spirit and a 

love of affordable fashion and unique finds, 
while giving back to a greater cause.

“You can leave the store knowing that 

your shopping bag has a little bit of good for 

someone in need,” Rouse said. 

A portion of the sales from Bold Soul 

help sponsor educational expenses for 

almost 20 children who live in Pestel, 

Haiti, through the non-profit ChurchQuake 
International. Bold Soul also offers a variety 
of products that give back to other charities 

and various causes. 

Between purpose and passion, 

Rouse believes that the success of Bold 

Soul Boutique is from the exceptional 

customer relationships that have been 

cultivated since the store opened. That, and 

anticipating their customers’ needs. 

“Our boutique releases new collections 

every week to ensure our customers have 

top-notch selection,” Rouse said. “We 

offer in-store shopping as well as a weekly 
Facebook Live sale in addition to our online 

shopping on our website and the Shop 

BoldSoul app.”

Whether people shop online or in store, 

Carrie Rouse is so grateful to have her 

thriving business in Pooler, Georgia.

“There has been no better community to 

have a successful business than Pooler—it 

has been an honor to become a part of it. 

It’s been an awesome experience to see just 

how rapidly our city has grown and I’m 

excited to see where we are headed.”  n

Shop
in POOLER

(912) 450-0098 
www.boldsoulboutique.com

200 Tanger Outlets Blvd., Unit 717, Pooler
www.PoolerMagazine.com | November/December 2021    13     



912-856-2205
info@brewersurvey.com
www.brewersurvey.com

J. Craig Brewer, 

Licensed Professional 

Land Surveyor

BREWER LAND SURVEYING
Brewer Land Surveying is a full-service, fully-automated 

land surveying and mapping firm licensed in Georgia and 

South Carolina. Residential and Commercial.

Some of the services we offer are: 

•	 FEMA Flood Elevation 

Certificates

•	 Boundary Surveys

•	 Topographical Surveys

•	 Foundation Surveys

•	 As-built Surveys

•	 Route Surveys

•	 ALTA/ACSM Land Title 

Surveys

•	 Subdivision Plats

•	 GPS Control Points

•	 Mapping GIS infrastructure

•	 Aerial Photography 

Control Targeting

Estimates are free, so call us today. We welcome the 

opportunity to earn your trust and provide you with the best 

service in the industry—

high quality surveying 

and mapping services 

in a timely manner at a 

reasonable cost.

BREWER LAND SURVEYING
Brewer Land Surveying is a full-

service land surveying firm located in 
Pooler and licensed for operation in 

Georgia and South Carolina. Owner J. 

Craig Brewer is a licensed Land Surveyor 

with over 14 years of professional 

experience. Experience, attention to 

detail and customer service are the keys 

to the success of Brewer Land Surveying.

Although the company has grown 

over its 10 years in business, their focus 

remains on the individual customer. 

Craig says “We serve everyone, from 

the homeowner who needs a residential 

survey, to commercial developers and 

design professionals. We work with 

architects, engineers, attorneys, real 

estate professionals and mortgage 

companies. No job is too small for us.”

Their areas of focus include 

Commercial and Residential Land 

Surveys, Topographic and As-Built 

Base Map creation, ALTA-NSPS Land 

Title Surveys, as well as FEMA Flood 

Elevation Certificates, Boundary Surveys, 

Foundation Surveys, Subdivision Plats, 

GPS Control Points, Route Surveys, 

Wetland and Marsh Jurisdiction Line 

Mapping and Aerial Photography Control.

“Every survey is unique to the property 

and environmental factors surrounding 

the property,” says Craig, “and because we 

have the experience, we know what to look 

for and how to manage complex issues.” 

FUN FACT- Three of the four U.S. 
Presidents on Mount Rushmore were land 
surveyors. George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln surveyed 
colonial or frontier territories prior to 
serving office. 

Craig and his team at Brewer Land 

Surveying are ready to work with you on 

your project, residential or commercial. 

“Please contact us to discuss your needs. 

There is no charge for estimates,” says 

Craig, “We welcome the opportunity to 

earn your trust and provide you with the 

best service in the industry.”

J. CRAIG BREWER  
Craig is licensed as a Professional 

Land Surveyor in the states of 

Georgia and South Carolina. 

Craig has over fifteen years of 

experience as a land surveyor. His 

areas of focus include Commercial 

and Residential Land Surveys, 

Topographic and As-Built Base 

Map creation, Construction 

and Industrial surveys, and 

ALTA-ACSM Land Title Surveys.  

Craig has also written product 

reviews for Professional Surveyor 

Magazine.

Brewer Land Surveying 
604 US Highway 80 W, Pooler, GA 31322

(912) 856-2205

info@brewersurvey.com
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SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFERS:
3 months FREE with purchase of a paid-in-full year membership (save $142)

FREE $10 Gift Certificates with the purchase of:

• $75 Manduka or Doterra OR

• 12 month gym contract OR

• Unlimited Yoga membership

FREE $20 Gift Certificates with the purchase of an unlimited class only membership ($129)

FREE Wrapped Gift ($60 value) when you purchase a six pack of personal training sessions

FREE in-body scan at GNC with the purchase of our nutrition package ($175)

* Gift certificates may not be used toward future Manduka purchases.

First 10 people to mention this ad and sign up get a $20 gift 

certificate.

Our digital gift certificates make great stocking stuffers!

BUY MORE, GET MORE: $5 gift certificate with every purchase 

(can be used toward future purchases or memberships)

START FRESH NOW FOR 2022  

with SO FIT GYM

Sofitgympooler.com  |  912.348.2014
1212 US Highway 80 E, Pooler Ga.



Plumbers with Purpose
Psalm 96:3

PeachStatePlumbing.com

912.913.2500

NEW TO POOLER

Come Out and Steal Some Deals!

(912) 675-1117  |  1059 HWY 80, Pooler, GA

1 N Godley Station Blvd, Unit A103, Pooler GA

601.807.1119

/worldofsmokepooler @worldofsmokepooler

From a single item pickup to hoarder homes. 

GOT JUNK? We can handle all your junk hauling needs.

No Job Too Big or Too Small!

800-830-0351
LowCountryJunkRemoval@gmail.com

912-508-1864

Shinysideup31326@gmail.com

1226 N Columbia Ave, 

Rincon, GA

Collision Repair

Ceramic Coating

Automotive Painting

A unique outdoor wedding venue  

for Savannah, Statesboro and 

surrounding areas!

912.617.2077  |  www.chandepines.com | 22365 GA Hwy 46, Pembroke Ga
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It’s Fourth Quarter...There’s Still Time

F
all is here. This is my absolute favorite time of 

year. I grew up in Cincinnati and fall is beautiful 

there—I have the fondest memories of falling 

into piles of leaves after hours of raking, performing 

at halftime at high school football games and drinking 

hot chocolate from a Styrofoam cup in the bleachers. 

The leaves changed to the most beautiful colors. The air 

became a bit frosty but there were still many warm days 

as well. I loved fall, but there was also a little sadness at 

the impending cold weather, shorter days, dark nights, 

and inevitable snowfall. It always made me a little sad.

Now that I live in South Georgia, fall is beautiful in 

a different way. I am happy with the cooler weather, 
changing leaves, an abundance of hay bales and—of 

course—pumpkin spice flavored everything. Ohio can 
keep the snow!

The changing colors of fall can also be a catalyst for 

personal and professional reflection. For me and my 
business, this is the time of year I take time to assess 

whether I am achieving my goals. I don’t wait until 

December to check in with my goals and see if I can be 

satisfied with what the year brought. I don’t set a New 
Year’s resolution in hopes that I will do better next year. 

There is still time—this year—to achieve more. Even 

though the holiday season can be hectic, it’s still a good 

time to implement new habits to carry into the new year. 

This applies to goals and milestones in our personal 

lives, careers, or businesses. Use November and December 

to assess where you are and work to finish the year strong. 
Are you on track to hit your goals for the year? If so, 

great! Maybe it’s time to raise the bar a little. Stretch 

yourself, your family or your work team and see what 

else you can achieve before the New Year ball drops.

If you find you’re going to fall short of your goals, 
don’t despair. It’s okay to be honest and acknowledge 

that you may not have achieved all you hoped. Adjust 

your goals so you can finish the year with some forward 
momentum. Then take that momentum and carry it into 

your battle plan for 2022. 

With just two months left in the year, narrow your 

attention to the activities that will bring you the most 

results in the short term. If you run a local business, 

consider running some promotions or partnering with 

other businesses to have a holiday open house. If you’ve 

gotten complacent with your fitness regimen, carve out 
some time to hit the gym and rebuild a routine. There’s 

no time like the present to begin.

Be sure to set aside some time to understand why 

you missed the mark and how you will overcome this 

shortfall next year. Here’s a few prompts to get you 

started:
• Did you do what you said you were going to do?
• Did you keep goals in mind every week of every 

month of the year?
• What obstacles got in the way (Pandemic anyone?)

Take your answers to these questions and use them 

as you plan for next year. Set weekly goals with tasks 

to be completed each day that will move you toward 

success by year’s end. To keep yourself accountable, 

be sure to document them, whether you use an analog 

planner or a web app.

We’ve all had a challenging year. It will feel much 

better come New Year’s Eve if we can feel 

some sense of accomplishment about 

the positive things achieved in 2021.

For more business information and tips, visit our blog at JDelSURMarketing.com/blog or listen to our 

local podcast at JDelSURMarketing.com/podcast. 

www.PoolerMagazine.com | November/December 2021    17     



1

5

Here are just a few of my favorite items from around 

Pooler! I hope you enjoy these special products and 

can share them with someone this Christmas. 

1.	 25 mg Hemp Peach and watermelon gummy 

rings (100 count, $150) 2,000 mg award 

winning topical cream $135. Facebook: /

YourCBDStoreRinconGA

2.	 Rosehip and Jojoba Glow Serum 1oz ($25), 

helps inflammation and sun damage, 

hyperpigmentation, reduces wrinkles and 

promotes a healthier glow.  

MySkynProducts.com

3.	 Merle Norman Cleansing Cream ($19). 

MerleNormanStudio.com

4.	 Cuticle oils ($9 each) and gift cards 

in any amount for The Nail Lounge. 

TheNailLoungePooler.com

5.	 Fall/Winter Double Sided Door Hangers ($65).  

Facebook: /blossomsandbloomswreaths or 

Etsy: etsy.me/37CA46m

6.	 Naturally Fabulous Skincare and handmade 

soaps EllenClaireSoapery.com

7.	 Volume shampoo ($28), True soft argan  

oil ($31), and Styling spray ($16). 

ChristieWilsonSalon.glossgenius.com

8.	 Savannah Moss Co. homemade Mint Julep clay 

earrings ($32). SavannahMossco.com

9.	 Mo’ Southern Co�ee in Regular, Dark Roast,  

Decaf and Flavored Co�ee ($12). 

MoSouthernCollection.com

10.Gift certificates in any amount for SoFit Gym. 

SoFitGymPooler.com

Publisher’s
PICKS

The
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Streets & Sons Tire and Auto Repair 

had a successful first year of business 

thanks to our wonderful customers! 

To show our appreciation, we offer 

the following SPECIALS, valid 

through 11/30/2021: 

0 $5 OFF OIL CHANGE

0 FREE 26 POINT INSPECTION/TIRE 
ROTATION WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF AN OIL CHANGE

0 $79.95 FRONT WHEEL ALIGNMENT

www.streetsandsonstireandauto.com 

912.349.6594  |  5555 Export Blvd, Savannah, GA

The Salt Table—a “Savannah Original”—is not only a 

unique brand of hand-blended salts and seasonings made in 

their own facility, it’s also home to hundreds of other flavors, 
including loose tea, sugars, honey, oils, vinegars, snacks, 

coffee, jams, and more.  
Founded in 2011 by Carol and Dave Legasse, The Salt 

Table is an award-winning company. Their unique approach 

to business and proprietary products brought them the 

coveted Trip Advisor ‘Traveler’s Choice’ Award (2020) 
for maintaining outstanding customer reviews, and they 

have been featured in national publications and television 

programs.
Carol says, “At the Salt Table you’ll find wonderful local food 

products found nowhere else, and a friendly knowledgeable 

staff ready to assist.”
Some Salt Table shops offer award-winning wines and, 

the new Savannah Airport Spirits Shop even has distilled 
products from local distilleries and makers.

(912) 988-1059   |   www.SaltTable.com

LOCATIONS: Pooler | Downtown Savannah | Savannah/Hilton Head Airport | Jekyll Island | Savannah Convention Center

THE RIGHT BLEND OF THE RIGHT BLEND OF 

INNOVATION AND CUSTOMER INNOVATION AND CUSTOMER 

SERVICE HERE IN POOLERSERVICE HERE IN POOLER

Melissa Simpson
Mortgage Loan Officer

NMLS and GRMA #681488

912.659.9987  |  CloseWithMelissa.com

Babies are prone to developing flat spots on their head 
because their skull has not fully hardened and are composed of 
several soft, flat bones that are not yet fused together. Because 
newborns have limited head control, they are susceptible to 
having extra pressure on their head leading to flat spots. The two 
most common diagnoses associated with flattening of the skull 
include plagiocephaly and brachycephaly.

 –Flattening of the side of the skull 
commonly related to baby lying on their back with head 

 – Flattening of the back of the skull 
commonly related to baby lying on their back for too long

If plagiocephaly/brachycephaly is not treated early, it may lead 
to facial asymmetries that include: uneven eyes, uneven ears, and 
a jaw shift. Facial asymmetries and plagiocephaly/brachycephaly 
may be associated with Torticollis (muscle tightness in the neck 
which may present with a lean to one side or rotation to one side).

Physical therapists are trained in evaluating, assessing, 
and treating postural abnormalities that are associated with 
plagiocephaly and brachycephaly. We use our skills to assess 
muscle development, head shape, facial asymmetries and 
developmental milestones. The following will be completed 
during evaluations and treatments in order to provide the best 
care and resources for you and your child:

1. Educate on how to position your baby throughout the day 
to prevent further flattening

2. Provide tips and tricks to improve tolerance to tummy 
time in order to decrease pressure on your baby’s head

3. Assess for Torticollis and muscle development. We can 
provide safe stretches if there is a lack in mobility

4. Assess gross motor development to ensure your baby 
reaches the appropriate milestones

5. Monitor skull shape to determine if an orthotic (such as 
remolding helmet) is needed

The best outcomes for improving head shape and posture 
occur when intervention is started early, preferably by the age 
of 3-4 months. The earlier you seek intervention, the more time 
there is to provide education related to positioning, stretches, 
posture, and motor development. Older infants are often on the 
move, which makes providing stretches more difÏcult. They also 
may develop compensatory patterns or asymmetrical movement 
patterns, which can be prevented with early treatment.

Flattening of the skull can occur during pregnancy or 

following birth. The following are some ways that you can 
prevent potential flattening of the skull after birth.

• Implement tummy time as soon as possible. This 
allows your baby to improve muscle strength while also 
reducing pressure on their head. Supervised tummy time 
during waking hours is a great way to interact and play 
with your baby.

• Limit time spent in “containers,” such as car seats, 
bouncers, swings, and strollers. These “containers” limit 
their movement which can lead to flattening of their skull.

• Frequently change the position of your baby throughout 
the day. This will prevent them from developing any 
preferences while also allowing them to interact in new 
ways within their environment.

If you are concerned about your baby’s head shape, please 
reach out and come see us at Chatterbox. We are happy to assess 
your concerns and develop a plan to assist you and your child.

912.988.1379  |  405 US Highway 80, Suite 102, Pooler

www.merlenormanstudio.com |  www.lulusclosetclothing.com

Your Destination for Gifts this Season
We carry Kendra Scott®  |  Free Gift Wrapping
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Are You Concerned About Your Baby’s Head Shape? 
Babies are prone to developing flat spots on their head 

because their skull has not fully hardened and are composed of 
several soft, flat bones that are not yet fused together. Because 
newborns have limited head control, they are susceptible to 
having extra pressure on their head leading to flat spots. The two 
most common diagnoses associated with flattening of the skull 
include plagiocephaly and brachycephaly.

• Plagiocephaly –Flattening of the side of the skull 
commonly related to baby lying on their back with head 
turned to side

• Brachycephaly – Flattening of the back of the skull 
commonly related to baby lying on their back for too long

If plagiocephaly/brachycephaly is not treated early, it may lead 
to facial asymmetries that include: uneven eyes, uneven ears, and 
a jaw shift. Facial asymmetries and plagiocephaly/brachycephaly 
may be associated with Torticollis (muscle tightness in the neck 
which may present with a lean to one side or rotation to one side).

How Can Physical Therapy Help?
Physical therapists are trained in evaluating, assessing, 

and treating postural abnormalities that are associated with 
plagiocephaly and brachycephaly. We use our skills to assess 
muscle development, head shape, facial asymmetries and 
developmental milestones. The following will be completed 
during evaluations and treatments in order to provide the best 
care and resources for you and your child:

1. Educate on how to position your baby throughout the day 
to prevent further flattening

2. Provide tips and tricks to improve tolerance to tummy 
time in order to decrease pressure on your baby’s head

3. Assess for Torticollis and muscle development. We can 
provide safe stretches if there is a lack in mobility

4. Assess gross motor development to ensure your baby 
reaches the appropriate milestones

5. Monitor skull shape to determine if an orthotic (such as 
remolding helmet) is needed

The best outcomes for improving head shape and posture 
occur when intervention is started early, preferably by the age 
of 3-4 months. The earlier you seek intervention, the more time 
there is to provide education related to positioning, stretches, 
posture, and motor development. Older infants are often on the 
move, which makes providing stretches more difÏcult. They also 
may develop compensatory patterns or asymmetrical movement 
patterns, which can be prevented with early treatment.

How Can I Prevent Plagiocephaly and Brachycephaly?
Flattening of the skull can occur during pregnancy or 

following birth. The following are some ways that you can 
prevent potential flattening of the skull after birth.

• Implement tummy time as soon as possible. This 
allows your baby to improve muscle strength while also 
reducing pressure on their head. Supervised tummy time 
during waking hours is a great way to interact and play 
with your baby.

• Limit time spent in “containers,” such as car seats, 
bouncers, swings, and strollers. These “containers” limit 
their movement which can lead to flattening of their skull.

• Frequently change the position of your baby throughout 
the day. This will prevent them from developing any 
preferences while also allowing them to interact in new 
ways within their environment.

If you are concerned about your baby’s head shape, please 
reach out and come see us at Chatterbox. We are happy to assess 
your concerns and develop a plan to assist you and your child.

110 Pipemakers Circle, Ste 115

Pooler, GA 31322

2453 G Hwy 17 South

Richmond Hill, GA 31324 

www.chatterboxpeds.com 912-988-1526

FOR MORE INFORMATION related to your 

child’s fine motor development, use this QR 

code to check out our FREE developmental 

checklist.
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PETRINA TURNER

Personal Finance 
Educator & Business 
Strategist
    

www.petrinaturner.com
pturner@petrinaturner.com

Personal Training | Online Coaching
Workout/Menu Plans |  Self Defense Classes 

201-264-6930  |  www.loveyour�ex.com 
Located in Richmond Hill, GA

First Consultation is Complimentary! 

A General Store Meets Boutique!

912.295.3196 

SaltCreekMarketHouse.com 

135 Goshen Rd Ext, Unit 165, Rincon, GA

(912) 295-5174

thestampersboutique.com

586 S. Columbia Ave, Suite 11,  Rincon GA

VICTORIA BAYLOR

Mindset & Clarity 
Coach, Speaker

912-484-6787  
www.victoriabaylor.com
victoria@victoriabaylor.com

(912) 695-1125 

1 N Godley Station Blvd, Ste.108 Studio 18, Pooler

            /TheButter�yRoomSalonSpaLLC

912.617.2077
www.chandepines.com

@chandepines
chandepinesplantation@gmail.com

22365 GA Hwy 46, Pembroke Ga 31321

(912) 407-0478

www.bakedbymaggie.com

105 Je�erson St Suite A, Spring�eld, GA 31329

JAN-PRO CLEANING  OF SC/GA COAST

Heidi Allen 

Senior Sales Executive

912-656-2718 912.754.6503
www.wrightwicks.com 

503 N. Laurel #A, Spring�eld GA

Google Page: https://g.page/LishaTheMonarch

Bookings: lishathemonarch.glossgenius.com

912-695-1125  |          @lisha_the_monarch_stylist

912-728-6720
www.totalserviceshvac.com

222 Boone Rd, Guyton, GA 31312
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ADA BUENO

Bueno’s Cleaning 
Services LLC 

(912) 441-8679 
buenoscleaningservices.com 912.450.1049

www.theicecreamstop.com 
Now with 3 locations!

The Ice Cream Stop
®

MYSKYN BATH & BODY ORGANIC SKINCARE

(917) 690-4995

www.myskynproducts.com

5960 Ogeechee Rd Suite C, Savannah, GA 31419

912-348-2520 

www.mosoutherncollection.com

3130 Highway 80, Suite B 

Bloomingdale, Ga.
912.665.4695

www.rincondayspa.com

201 Business Park Drive, Suite 204, Rincon, Ga.

912.450.7700
www.bella-salonandspa.com

115 Canal St, Ste 301, Pooler, GA 31322

(912) 373-7627
www.ellenclairesoapery.com

3130 US-80 ste b, Bloomingdale, GA 31302

(912) 604-2064 

www.BRenewedbyBonnie.com

107 Lynn Bonds Ave, Guyton , GA 

 272 South Columbia Avenue, Ste 110, Rincon GA

MEAL PREP AND MORE!

912-675-4253 
SouthForkProvisions.net

169 Commercial Drive, Rincon, Georgia

912-658-0925 

www.tsmpressurewashing.com

tsmpressurewashing@gmail.com

206 N Laurel St, Spring�eld, GA 31329

Find us on Facebook

Email: tina_bit_of_color@yahoo.com

(912) 295-5406
135 Goshen Road Ext., Suite 251 • Rincon, GA 

JDelSURMarketing.com 

MARKETING  |  BRAND  |  DIGITAL  |  SOCIAL MEDIA  |  STRATEGY
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A
iden Hence-Robinson, a five-year-old from Pooler, is 
now one step closer to achieving his dreams. Hence-

Robinson was one of four statewide winners of the We 

Care Child Care Sweepstakes, and he was awarded $1,529 for his 

college savings.

“We are firm believers that proper planning prevents poor 
performance. There is no better time than now to start planning 

and preparing for our children's future. Winning this sweepstake 

is a great investment into Aiden's future,” said Adrienne Hence, 

Aiden’s mom. 

This is the sixth year that the Path2College 529 Plan and the 

Department of Early Care and Learning’s (DECAL) have held the 

sweepstakes to encourage families to explore the resources that 

are available to help them plan for higher education costs.

“The sweepstakes stimulates parents and grandparents to 

focus on saving for college. Prizes give a child a head start on 

their college savings, and also provide their childcare facility 

with resources to better serve children,” said Georgia Student 

Finance Commission President Lynne Riley. 

Hence-Robinson’s child care, Childcare Network, received 

$529 as part of the sweepstakes.

“We are incredibly proud of Aiden for winning the We Care 

Child Care sweepstakes in the South East Region,” said Sally 

Hardin, Region Director for Childcare Network. “As an early 

childhood education company, we work to positively shape 

our children's early learning and love to see opportunities 

available—like the Path2College 529 Plan—that help positively 

impact their future learning. Our mission is to give every child 

a great start in life, and the $529 we will receive thanks to this 

program and Aiden will go a long way in supporting our school 

and the families in our care.”

The We Care Child Care Sweepstakes has awarded nearly 

$60,000 to children and childcare facilities in the past six years.

“I congratulate the winners of this year’s We Care, Child Care 

sweepstakes: the families AND the child care providers where 

the winners are enrolled in care,” said DECAL Commissioner 

Amy M. Jacobs. “DECAL and the state’s child care programs 

help prepare children academically and Georgia’s Path2College 

529 Plan administered by the Georgia Student Finance 

Commission helps prepare families financially to ensure that 
children’s academic and career dreams can come true.”

For more information about the Path2College 529 Plan 

or to open a college savings account, please visit www.

Path2College529.com or call (877) 424-4377.

To learn more about the Path2College 529 Plan, its 

investment objectives, tax benefits, risks, and costs please see 
the Plan Description at path2college529.com. Read it carefully. 

Investments in the Plan are neither insured nor guaranteed and 

there is the risk of investment loss. Check with your home state 

to learn if it offers tax or other benefits such as financial aid, 
scholarship funds or protection from creditors only available 

for investing in its own 529 plan. Consult your legal or tax 

professional for tax advice. If the funds aren't used for qualified 
higher education expenses, a 10% penalty tax on earnings (as 

well as federal and state income taxes) may apply. 

TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, 

Member FINRA, distributor and underwriter for the 

Path2College 529 Plan.  n

Left to Right: Lynn Riley, Georgia Student Finance Commission; Ernestine Riley, Childcare Network; Aubrey Hence-Robinson, Adrienne 
Hence-Robinson, Terry Robinson, Aria Hence-Robinson, Theresa Hence, Aiden Hence-Robinson, Jill O’Meara, DECAL

Pooler Child Wins College Savings 
Contribution, Childcare Network Also Wins
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SAVANNAH    SKIDAWAY ISLAND   POOLER    ahassavannah.com

Call to make your appointment!

912.351.3038 

Voted 2021 Best Audiology 
Group & Best Audiologists

We are HEAR for you Pooler! 

(L-R) Dr. Casey Allen, Dr. Katy Laws, Dr. Sarah King

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED RIGHT OFF THE POOLER PARKWAY        1000 TOWN CENTER BOULEVARD, SUITE #200

n  AHAS has over 50 years combined experience with  
only Doctors of Audiology

n  The office is open for walk-in cleanings or minor  
problems 5 days a week

n  We have all price points and can meet any budget

n  We have all the top-quality hearing devices on the  
market today

n  No interest 18-month payment plans available

n  Let us check if your insurance company has a benefit  
for hearing aids

n  Ear Nose and Throat physicians on site

The first 10 people to make an appointment will receive  
a FREE remote microphone or tv adapter with trial of any 
hearing device (Good thru 11.30.21)



n  

n  

n  

n  

n  

n  

n  

10 SWEET TOOTH TIPS
My husband and I were grocery shopping the other day and I noticed something. It 

dawned on me that it’s that time of the year again. The season of sweet tooths! I see 

all the shelves packed with candy ready for Halloween. You know kids love candy. 

And parents, we can’t deny diving into our kids’ candy bags from time to time. And 

what’s coming next? Thanksgiving and Christmas right around the corner. And we 

know all about those Little Debbie’s Christmas tree cakes.

So in this article, I want to give you my 10 SWEET TOOTH TIPS to follow during this 

sweet tooth season:

SPACE EATING YOUR CANDY CORNS AND LITTLE DEBBIE CAKES 

PREDOMINANTLY DURING MEALTIMES. This will allow enough time to 

pass for your saliva to do its job neutralizing all the acids from eating. 

PAY ATTENTION TO HOW MUCH YOU EAT. You have to think of your 

mouth as a machine. The more you use it, the more parts are likely to break 

on it. Occasionally, you’re going to have to repair some parts, but why not 

save what you can, when you can?

BE MINDFUL OF THE CONSISTENCY OF THE FOODS YOU EAT AS WELL. 

Caramels and ta�ys are very sticky and are known for pulling out fillings and 

crowns. Hard foods like almonds and candy canes are hard by nature and by 

force can break teeth. Soft foods like breads and cakes can inadvertently cause 

teeth to break as well. I see this all the time in our dental practice, especially 

around the holidays. So be careful guys and gals.

IF YOU ABSOLUTELY LOVE CANDY AND ALWAYS HAVE TO HAVE IT, AT 

LEAST CHOOSE SUGAR-FREE CANDIES WITH XYLITOL. Xylitol actually fights 

cavities by arresting the activity of the Streptococcus mutans bacteria that 

causes tooth decay. Xylitol gums are great because they stimulate salivary 

flow which is great for neutralizing acids and xylitol acts on stopping the bacteria. My personal favorites are Dr. John’s xylitol 

candies (www.drjohns.com) and Mentos gum.

TRY NEUTRALIZING THE ACIDS IN YOUR MOUTH FREQUENTLY THROUGHOUT THE DAY. For a quick organic solution of 

neutralizing mouthwash, mix 1 teaspoon of baking soda with 2 cups of water. The main thing is to reduce acid wear. 

TRY TO BALANCE OUT THOSE EXTRA CALORIES WITH EXERCISE AND A NUTRITIONAL DIET. Exercise is the best medicine. 

It’s natural and prevents depression, diabetes, high blood pressure and obesity. 

OF COURSE MAKE SURE THE LAST THING YOU DO BEFORE GOING TO BED IS FLOSS THEN BRUSH YOUR TEETH USING A 

FLUORIDATED TOOTHPASTE. The act of brushing will remove the remaining bacterial plaque buildup on your teeth left from 

the day, and the fluoride acts as a protectant sealer and makes the teeth stronger, further protecting the teeth from acid wear. 

ALSO MAKE SURE YOU’RE UP TO DATE WITH YOUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED DENTAL CLEANINGS. Professional cleanings 

help maintain the health of the oral cavity. Keep in mind, your oral health is directly connected to your systemic health.

IF YOU DO EXPERIENCE ANY SENSITIVITY OR “ZING” IN YOUR SWEET TOOTH, THAT IS NOT A GOOD SIGN. You should 

see a dentist right away. You are experiencing sensitivity due to a problem, and the tooth is letting you know. 

IF YOU DO EXPERIENCE A TOOTHACHE DURING THE SWEET TOOTH SEASON AND YOU CAN’T GET TO THE DENTIST 

RIGHT AWAY, TRY PUTTING TINY DABS OF CLOVE OIL ON THE TOOTH along with using and alternating between Tylenol 

and ibuprofen every six hours for pain relief. Be careful with the clove oil. It’s very strong in smell and can cause chemical 

burns to the gum tissue.

No one wants to have a dental emergency during memorable moments. So hopefully my 10 tips will help you have a pleasant sweet 

tooth season. Y’all enjoy!  #LoveToSmile

In case of a dental emergency, you can reach iHeart Dental at (912) 499-1133 or our after hours emergency line (912) 429-2878.
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Come for the day. 

Stay for a lifetime. 

From kayaking 

and �shing on 

the Savannah and 

Ogeechee rivers, 

to wine tasting 

and shopping in 

unique locations, 

EFFINGHAM COUNTY IS 

A DESTINATION WORTH 

SAVORING. Explore the 

history, meet new friends and 

see why so many families and 

businesses call E�ngham home.  

912.754.3301
www.EffinghamCounty.com

EFFINGHAM COUNTY

A Destination Wor� Savoring

Ebenezer Creek

2 Magnolia Blvd, Port Wentworth, GA

www.white-lavender.com

912-495-5298

White Lavender Boutique

@white_lavender_boutique
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Pooler Welc�es Y�
POOLER IS A VIBRANT AND GROWING COMMUNITY FULL OF WARM 

HOSPITALITY AND TREMENDOUS OPPORTUNITY. The friendly people 

combined with the retail, manufacturing and residential growth make Pooler  

a wonderful place to call home.

As we head into the holiday season, the Greater Pooler Area Chamber 

of Commerce wants you to know that we are dedicated to putting YOUR 

business in the spotlight, providing the leadership necessary to support the 

needs of local companies, large and small in this thriving community.

As you support local businesses through your activities in our city, you 

are supporting neighbors just like you. Shop owners, restaurant leaders, 

medical professionals, and more. Your patronage makes Pooler what it is 

today. A wonderful place to eat, shop, play and stay.

The Greater Pooler Area Chamber is in the people business, and we are committed to nurturing positive 

relationships within the city so that we all prosper.

We invite you to visit PoolerChamber.com for information on upcoming events, new members and 

more. We are once again o�ering great networking events, fundraisers, workshops and other activities—

all targeted to support local business and improve economic development 

while protecting and promoting our member businesses in the local 

community.

So join us. We welcome you. There is always a seat at 

our table waiting for YOU!

www.poolerchamber.com

912-748-0110
305 W. Collins St

Pooler, GA, 31322
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Stringed Instrument 
Sales & Repairs

. . .

Lessons

. . .

Live Music in a  
100-Seat Concert 

Hall, Hosting National 
Touring Acts 

. . .

Vintage Vinyl & CDs

(912) 748-1930 |  randywoodmusic.com
1304 E. US HWY 80, Bloomingdale GA 31302

Coastal Georgia’s Premier Music Destination

Randy Wood Guitars

The Ice Cream Stop
®

Bluffton Location Opening Soon!

“The Best Ice Cream Parlor In Your State” 

- USA TODAY, July 31, 2019

www.theicecreamstop.com

13300 Highway 144, Richmond Hill, GA  |  912.727.3355
920 Morgans Corner Rd., G, Pooler, GA  |  912.450.1049

2700 May River Crossing Unit 200, Bluffton, SC  |  843-757-STOP

912.675.5163  
      /HairByChristieWilson

Bookings: christiewilsonsalon.glossgenius.com

1 North Godley State Blvd at Sola Salon Studio #24

Christie Wi�on 

SALON
11 Years Experience • Expert Cut & Color

www.stricklandandsonsfuneralhome.com

West Chatham Chapel

901 Highway 80 West, Pooler

(912) 748-2444

(912) 662-6074 
JMRemodeling929@gmail.com  |  FREE ESTIMATES

REASONABLE PRICES ON:

Flooring • Framing • Trim • Roo�ng • Decks 

Porches • Cabinets • Siding • Patios • Drywall

Door & Window Installations • Electrical 

Plumbing • AND MUCH MORE!

during off peak electricity times when 

families hundreds of dollars off their 
EMPWR Solar offers complete solar 
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Power outages from storms or other 

events can be unpredictable, inconvenient 

and disruptive. During a power outage, 

there are no lights, no refrigeration, 

no internet access and especially…no 

entertainment for the kids!

Solar batteries, often referred to as 

a home battery, is a means of storing 

energy produced during the day so that 

it can be used later. The solar battery 

is either charged up during the day 

via solar PV panels or can be charged 

through standard electricity sources 

during off peak electricity times when 
electricity is cheaper. Storing this energy 

at the nonpeak hours of the day can save 

families hundreds of dollars off their 
energy usage.

With a PWRcell system from 

EMPWR Solar, your system will 

automatically send power to the 

appliances that need it most, allowing 

you to power the essentials during 

unfortunate power outages. 

Solar battery systems like Generac store 

excess energy from a power source like 

solar panels or the electricity grid and save 

it for later use.

When is a Good Time to Use a Solar 

Battery Backup System?

• During a power outage

• At peak energy use times when rates 

are higher

• At night when energy output is low 

and you can save on your energy bill

Don’t just harness the energy of the 

sun and save on your energy bill, now you 

can store that energy too. Batteries + Solar 

gives homeowners energy independence 

and unlimited peace of mind knowing that 

the home has enough backup power to see 

them through the night and beyond. 

Why Choose a Solar PV Setup 

• Store surplus electricity generated for 

future use

• Reduction in energy bills

• Stored solar electricity can be 

exported back to the grid, making 

money for the owner

• Independence from the electricity grid

• Sustainable sources of energy 

regardless of current events

EMPWR Solar offers complete solar 
panel installation as well as PWRcellTM 

Automatic Transfer Switch (ATS) and 

Smart Management Modules (SMMs). 

When PWRcell is paired with ATS and 

SMMs, your system will automatically send 

power to important devices throughout 

your home when there are utility power 

outages or any time you want to use an 

alternate source of power. 

More than 3.5 million homes 

experience power outages 

each week—most outages 

last an average of 24 hours.

Keep the Lights on During Power Outages

LEARN MORE about solar 

power and solar battery 

backup systems: 

CLAY COPELAND

912.584.1022

334.403.2081 
claycopeland@empwrsolar.com

www.empwrsolar.com

Control Your Energy Use & Be More Independent from Utility Companies
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A 
stroll along the 200 block of West 

Collins Road in Old Pooler reveals  

a mixture of mostly small, one-story, 

tidy homes that overlook the city’s municipal 

ofÏces. 
At the end of the block at 215 West 

Collins—between a red brick home and the 

stately white house that serves as home to the 

Greater Area Pooler Chamber of Commerce 

and Visitors Bureau—sits a white clapboard 

farmhouse with its green metal roof, matching 

green shutters and a wraparound porch that 

invites guests to sit and stay a while. The 

house is home to The Front Porch By Three 

Tree Coffee Coffeehouse—or The Front Porch, 
as it is better known. The Front Porch is 

believed to be the only independently owned 

coffee shop in Pooler. 
Once inside the front door of the 2,026 

sq. ft.-house-turned-coffeeshop, the smell 
of freshly brewed coffee greets its brew-

craved customers. Before the pandemic, 

most of the front of the store was filled with 
a long communal table and ample seating 

throughout that encouraged customers to sit 

together and mingle. 

These days, though, the layout and seating 

have been modified to accommodate a new 
reality—social distancing—with a clear open 

space that leads to the coffee bar where baked 
goods can be purchased and specialty drinks 

are made to order. 

While in-store dining is possible, seating 

is spare and strategic, mostly around the 

perimeter of the store. For coffee drinkers 
who want to stay for an hour or even the day, 

wifi is available. Board games also are at the 
ready in an adjacent room and a kids’ room is 

in the back of the house for families who want 

to enjoy coffee while keeping an eye on their 
children; another room can be reserved for 

special events or meetings. 

Come for  

the Co�ee  

and Stay  

for the Fun
Story by Walinda P. West  

Photography by Jonathan Chick

THE FRONT PORCH BY THREE TREE COFFEE
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The store’s wraparound front porch—

its namesake—is one of the most popular 

hangouts and is filled daily with guests 
enjoying the outdoors at a table or a picnic 

table on the side lawn. 

“I want everyone to feel invited in,” 

said Heather Taylor, a co-owner of the 

coffeehouse. Taylor, one of five owners of 
the business, took over The Front Porch 

nearly two years ago after the previous 

owner moved out of state; the partners 

kept the name of the shop. 

This is the third venture for Taylor 

and her partners, who also run similar 

businesses: a flagship store, Three 
Tree Coffee Roasters in Statesboro and 
Three Tree Coffee Roasters at Georgia 
Southern University in Statesboro. 

All three businesses share the same 

ethos: “Empower Farmers, End Human 

TrafÏcking and Engage the Community.” 

Labor exploitation is pervasive among the 

coffee and chocolate industries.
The Front Porch, under the Three 

Tree Coffee Roasters’ ownership, opened 
two weeks before the pandemic shut 

down the country and forced coffee shops 
nationwide to close or reduce hours or 

staff. Taylor said the businesses worked 
together to keep each other afloat. 

According to the National Coffee 
Association, which tracks coffee trends 
in and out of the home, COVID-19 drove 

record coffee consumption at home, 
with 85 percent of coffee drinkers having 
at least one cup at home (up 8 percent 

since January 2020) and average daily 

consumption steady at nearly two cups 

per capita. The association said more 

Americans (nearly 60 percent) choose 

coffee each day than any other beverage, 
including tap water. 

While enjoying new home coffee 
routines, about 35 percent of Americans said 

they miss their favorite coffee businesses 
and beverages. Nearly half of Americans 

(48 percent) are already returning to coffee 
shops, like The Front Porch. 

"The COVID-19 pandemic has kept 

many people at home for the better 

part of a year, and the latest 'Atlas of 

American Coffee' (a report produced by 
the organization) shows they took their 

coffees with them,” said William "Bill" 
Murray, NCA President and CEO. “In fact, 

we've seen Americans embracing their new 

coffee routines, experimenting with new 
coffees, and even trying to replicate their 
favorite beverages at home. Now, with 

light at the end of the pandemic tunnel, 

many Americans are also returning to 

their favorite coffee businesses or plan to,” 
Murray added. 
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Taylor said The Front Porch is 

still holding its own and is enjoying a 

loyal following based on social media 

recommendations and long-time customers 

who appreciate the welcoming atmosphere 

and down-home feel of the place. 

On Facebook, the shop has nearly 

6,000 followers and more than that in 

likes. On the popular websites that offer 
reviews—Yelp and Google—the shop 

has a near-perfect rating with most 

commenting as much on 

the coffee as everything else 
including the coffee artistry 
and the pictures on the wall. 

Graydon Sheperd has been 

a customer of the Front Porch 

Coffeehouse for three or four 
years, he said. Sheperd was 

first introduced to the store 
when he lived in Pooler, but has remained 

a loyal customer, even though he has 

since moved to Savannah where he has 

dozens of coffee options. 
“You can get coffee anywhere, but this 

place is special,” Sheperd said. He said he 

makes the 15-20 minute trek to The Front 

Porch, where he knows each of the staff by 
name and they know him and the coffee 
he likes. “It’s a welcoming environment 

here and you can sit here for hours.”

On a fall morning, Sheperd was 

conducting job interviews at the coffee 
shop for staff for a new dental practice he 
will manage in the area. His interviews 

were set for 10:30, 11:30 and 2 p.m., at 

a small table in one of the side rooms in 

the coffeeshop. Each candidate, he said, is 

offered a coffee drink of their choice while 
Sheperd orders his regular house brew. 

“I can’t say enough about this place. It is 

truly a welcoming place. I truly do love it 

and want it to be successful,” he added.

While the key to success is the warmth 

customers feel when they walk through 

the door, Taylor said having customers 

linger has an added bonus: more sales. 

“People first and business second,” 

she said. 

The Front Porch has garnered a 

following for its unique drinks with names 

like The Philospoher's Cup—a chocolate, 

caramel and toffee nut latte; the Flower 
Girl—a lavender and vanilla latte; and 

That’s my Jam—a white chocolate and 

blackberry latte. The Philosopher’s Cup 

is the most popular drink, Taylor said. 

“That’s the coffee that pays the bills,” she 
joked. She estimates she sells between 

50-60 of that drink a day with lattes, in 

general, the most ordered.

The vanilla latte is the drink of choice 

for Tracy DuBois and her business 

partner, Heather Jackson, who frequently 

order the drink during their visits to the 

coffeeshop. The pair, who co-own WW 
Drayage Company, also use their visits to 

conduct finance and business meetings. 
“They stole us from Starbucks,” DuBois 

joked. 

Taylor attributes the coffeeshop’s 
success to personalized service. She said 

she and The Front Porch staff make it a 
point to remember customers’ names and 

drinks as much as they can, and when 

there are customers they haven’t seen in a 

while, they want to know why. 

“The moment you walk into The 

Front Porch in Pooler after 

nearly eight months and 

they are like, ‘Good Morning, 

Marcus,’ said Marcus Kevin 

Thompson, a poster on the 

shop’s Facebook page. “The 

drive from Richmond Hill to 

Pooler was worth it for the 

amazing coffee alone, but 
man do they know how to make you feel 

valued.”

Based on a Pooler Chamber of 

Commerce estimation, The Front Porch is 

one of six coffee establishments in Pooler, 
including Starbucks, Dunkin’ Donuts and 

Just Love Coffee Café.

(912) 348-2240
www.thefrontporchco�ee.com

215 W Collins St, Pooler, GA

The businesses share the same ethos: 

Empower Farmers, End Human 

TrafÏcking and Engage the Community 

“

“
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Visit our website (sta�chex.com)  

using this QR code to apply AND  

call us at 912.348.3089 to 

schedule your interview.

POSITIONS PAY UP TO $22 PER HOUR!

STAFF CHEX IS HIRING FOR:

• Reach, Stand Up Clamp,  

Order Pickers, Sit Down Clamp

• CDL Drivers Class A & Class B

• Material Handlers

• Veri�ers

• Leads

Serving Savannah for all your precious metal needs

Come see us today for a free appraisal!

THINGS WE BUY:

• Estate coin collections

• Rare coins

• Gold & silver bullion

• Old paper money

• Estate jewelry

• Gold jewelry - any condition

• Sterling Silver

• Vintage or high end watches

US Hwy 80W, Savannah, GA 31322

(912) 330-9919

millerscoins@gmail.com

eBay store: Jandc-coinandjewelry

millerscoins.net

millerscoins

Coastal?

Join a winning  
sales team  
helping small  
businesses.

TalusPay.comRobert Faias

Thank you for reading 
Your Community Magazine
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THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

RINCON: 613 Towne Park W. Dr., Suite 201

SAVANNAH: 9100 White Bluff Road, Suite 104

POOLER: 145 Traders Way, Suite C

Providing Personalized 

Care for Your Smile 

with Braces & Invisalign

FREE CONSULTATIONS
912-354-3474  |  mysmileteam.com



POOLER

Pooler Carwash celebrated its groundbreaking ceremony on October 19
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On October 16, Goshen Park Commercial Center celebrated fall with 
Octoberfest, featuring music, vendors and food trucks. The event was 
sponsored by Your CBD Store and E�ngham Magazine.

Up bright and early on a chilly October morning, 
participants ran in the inaugural YMCA of Coastal GA 
- West Chatham Branch Monster Dash 5k run and the 
1/4 Kids Fun Run. All proceeds supported the West 
Chatham YMCA’s Annual Campaign.
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Providing the Very Best in Pet Care!

� Full-Service Grooming

� Healthy Pet Foods

� Gourmet Baked Treats  

� Stylish Essentials

� Plush & Tough Toys

� Collars & Leashes 

Locally & Veteran Owned
Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming Pooler

100 Blue Moon Xing, Pooler, GA 31322 � (912) 450-6600



South Georgia Pets
Your Community Resource For Your Furry Friends



Coastal Pet Rescue  

912.228.3538

E�ngham County Animal Shelter  

912.754.2109

One Love Animal Rescue  

912.351.6750

Please CONSIDER ADOPTING 

From a LOCAL Pet Rescue

C
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ADVICE FROM A DOG’S PERSPECTIVE

FOOD BOWL OR FOOD CARPET 

Dear Carter,

	 I don’t know why I have this compulsion to take 

a piece of food from my bowl and carry it to a rug 

or carpet to eat it. I know this isn’t what my human 

wants me to do because she always wants to clean 

up after me. Some of my buddies at the dog park 

tell me they do the same thing. Some of them like to 

carry their food to where their humans are—like the 

living room but some just chomp it down right there 

at bowl. Is there something wrong with us? 

– Travis, Pooler

Dear Travis, 

	 Ah...such are the mysteries of dog life. Once again 

my crack sta� and I used extensive barking sessions 

with canine focus groups as well as the Dognet to 

track down an answer. Some animal behaviorists point 

to the primal instinct left over from wolves, our closest 

cousins, and a need to remove the food to a safer 

place so we can eat it without fear of it being taken. 

Some dogs may even eat smaller pieces at their bowls 

but carry larger ones away, since they may have to set 

these down or part of the piece may drop when they 

bite it and other dogs could take the food. 

	 Other experts suggest another wolf heritage-based 

idea that eating is a communal event for the members 

of a pack. A dog may carry the food from the bowl in 

the kitchen to the living room or any room where your 

human may be. In this instance, it is the dog’s tie to it’s 

human as a member of the pack; the dog wants to eat 

in the comfort of the group. 

	 In our interviews, however, many dogs expressed 

concern about our queries and the whole “humans 

need to know” problem. Just enjoy our eccentricity, 

they say. Many respondents said we work from in-

stinct and often seem to be doing things for di�erent 

reasons than humans. 

“Of course we do things di�erent from humans,” one 

interviewee barked. “We’re dogs! Many of us live for 

the moment. Others have trepidation about our every 

action. Let us be...dogs.” 

	 So I guess the best answer for you to tell your hu-

man is while these exercises in looking into the mind 

of a dog are fun (even this column), remember we’re 

dogs and we do dog things. 

	 One note: If any of you guard your food and food 

bowl or act aggressively toward anyone or anything 

that gets near your food, you need help. This is indeed 

an unwanted behavior and can quickly cause 

trouble for everyone involved. Some training 

from an expert can help you overcome 

your problem before it causes you, or 

some human you love, pain.

MIXED SIGNALS IN DAVIE

Dear Carter,

	 I just passed basic obedience and I’m very proud. 

But I’m also confused. When my mom finds me on 

the sofa she always shouts, “Down!” But I’m already 

“down,” as in lying down. So I just look at her. Then 

she gets cross and shoos me o� the furniture. What 

am I doing wrong? 

– Crosby, Rincon

Dear Crosby, 

	 Let me assure you, you are indeed doing nothing 

wrong—at least when it comes to this situation. Being 

a well-read (and well-bred) dog, I am reminded of 

what one of my favorite authors, Antoine de Saint Ex-

upery, had to say, “Language is the source of misun-

derstandings.” It might sound silly to us, but humans 

often forget that dogs don’t speak English—or any 

other human language. 

	 Humans generally train us to respond to a sound. 

They call them words. It can be “banana” or “noodle” 

or “down.” Once we associate the sound with what 

is being required of us, we will then respond, pretty 

much, to that sound with a specific action. We don’t 

really know what the word means, just what we 

should do in response to hearing it.

	 This is why it is useful for humans to use distinct 

commands for di�erent actions. In this case, you hear 

‘’down” and you respond—correctly and as you have 

been trained—to lie down, be it on the sofa, the floor 

or wherever you might be. Your mom, unfortunately, 

is using an alternate meaning of the word, a nuance 

that we dogs don’t pick up on. 

	 It would be useful for her to work with you to 

teach you “o�” and that “o�” means to get “o�” the 

furniture. Or she could use ‘’floor” or even “bamboo” 

if she wants to. 

	 Unfortunately if she continues to use “down “ to 

try to get you “o�” the furniture, you’ll soon be so 

confused you won’t respond to “down” properly as 

you were first caught. 

	 Let’s hope your mom reads this!  h
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WONDERING WHAT MAKES YOUR PET TICK? Carter is an expert! Email your questions to 
Info@JDelSURMarketing.com. 
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S
o you are thinking about getting 

a dog but not sure if you should 

get a pure breed or a mixed breed. 

Here are the advantages and disadvan-

tages of each.

Purebred

Purebred dogs have predictable 

physical characteristics; however, some 

of these characteristics have variations 

even within the same breed of dog—of 

which coat type, color and size are 

but a few. These characteristics can be 

manipulated by a skilled breeder who 

understands genetics and how one 

dog’s genes will combine with another’s 

to produce a particular breed standard.

The temperament of a purebred is 

fairly predictable based on the genet-

ics of the dog. Depending on whether 

you want a friendly dog, an aloof dog, 

a high-energy dog or a low-energy 

dog, you should search for a breeder 

who has proven they can consistently 

produce such dogs. A temperament 

that is genetically based can be di�cult 

to change. Working behaviors, such as 

chasing things, digging holes, herding 

or hunting can be a nuisance to some 

people and can be hard to change.

If you don’t have the knowledge 

or education to manage breeds with 

these behaviors, you might want to 

reconsider your choice of breed. But 

remember that all dogs are individuals, 

and some purebreds may not have the 

temperament and behavior typical for 

their breed. You can avoid this pitfall 

by not acquiring any purebred puppy 

unless you can see both parents. A dog 

that falls outside the norm for its breed 

typically has one parent that also falls 

outside the norm.

With regard to overall health, pure-

breds are prone to problems. Bone 

and joint disorders, eye diseases, 

heart disease, immune system diseas-

es, epilepsy, skin diseases and cancer 

are just a few. Over 300 genetic health 

defects have been document-

ed in dogs, and in 

many purebreds the incidence of defects 

is extremely high. Some of the reasons 

for this include a limited or closed gene 

pool. Without the introduction of new 

and unrelated genes, loss of genetic 

diversity will occur.

This is happening right now with 

purebred dogs. Many are bred for a 

detailed standard of appearance to meet 

requirements of organizations such as 

the American Kennel Club (AKC). Show 

breeders limit the gene pool even more 

by rejecting breeding stock that might 

be healthy and good-tempered, but 

cannot provide genes for a particular 

trait, such as the shape of the ears. 

Breeding the same champion dogs over 

and over also floods the breed not only 

with the same sets of good genes, but 

also with the same sets of bad genes.

Basic laws of genetics show that if a 

dog has a defective gene for a particular 

trait, this trait may be recessive but if this 

dog is bred with another dog with the 

same defective gene, this trait will now 

become dominant. Some dogs are bred 

for unnatural traits. Breeds with short fac-

es such as Bulldogs and Pugs are sweet 

dogs but can’t breathe normally. Breeds 

with long bodies, such as Dachshunds, 

are prone to crippling back problems and 

paralysis.

There are many web-

sites that list the congen-

ital problems associated 

with particular breeds of 

dogs. In addition, several 

pet insurance companies 

use lists of congenital 

purebred problems for exclusion from 

coverage. Kirk’s Current Veterinary Ther-

apy is a specific veterinary textbook that 

lists the inherited problems often used 

on these exclusion lists. Your veterinar-

ian can help you identify breed-specific 

congenital problems, before you choose 

a particular breed.

Hybrid

Another type of dog that has be-

come more popular lately is the “hybrid” 

dog, or what is now commonly referred 

to as the “designer” dog. A hybrid is not 

a breed; the term means it is a mix of 

more than one purebred dog. Examples 

of the more common hybrids are:

Cockapoo - Cocker Spaniel/Poodle 

Labradoodle - Labrador/Poodle 

Pekepoo - Pekinese/Poodle

Some of these are crosses of pure-

breds that share similar health problems. 

This means the same defective gene 

could come over from both parents and 

pair up in their puppies.

Someone may choose a Labradoo-

dle because they want certain traits of 

the Labrador and the lack of shedding 

of the Poodle. Unfortunately, you may 

not get the traits you want from each 

specific breed and you will still get some 

of the other characteristics of 

Do You Know Your Breed?
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each breed whether you want them or 

not. Some of these hybrids are inbred 

just as much or more than purebreds. 

If the supply cannot keep up with the 

demand of a particular hybrid, some 

breeders may have only a few dogs that 

they keep interbreeding.

Mixed Breed

Most non-purebred dogs have 

good genetic diversity which tends to 

promote overall health. Because their 

genes are usually unrelated, the chanc-

es are good that the parents of a mixed 

breed puppy did not both have the 

same defective genes. You will seldom 

find a mixed breed dog with an elongat-

ed body, a face as short as a Pug or as 

tiny as a Maltese.

With a mixed breed dog, the extremes 

of temperament and behavior often seen 

in purebreds are less common. Because 

their temperament and behavior is more 

“middle-of-the-road”, non-purebreds tend 

to be more flexible and often adjust more 

easily to a greater variety of households 

and living conditions.

With mixed breed dogs, you can’t 

predict the appearance or behavior of 

any one puppy. This is because a mixed 

breed is not necessarily a purebred mix 

like a hybrid. It is more likely that a mixed 

breed dog 

is a prod-

uct of two 

other mixed 

breed dogs. 

He might even be the product of many 

generations of mixed breeding. So, un-

less you know for sure that a puppy had 

purebred parents, trying to guess what 

breeds are in him may be entertaining 

but, at best, inaccurate.

DNA

DNA testing to test for some genetic 

diseases is just beginning, to determine 

with certainty whether a dog has or 

carries or is completely clear of a spe-

cific disease. Currently, this DNA testing 

is limited to identifying only a very few 

diseases and only for a few breeds. 

Although it could help identify certain 

diseases, it wouldn’t eliminate genetic 

disease from purebred dogs because of 

the current breeding practices. A con-

tinuing loss of genetic diversity leads to 

a less healthy, less resistant animal.

Do not make your decision about 

which dog to adopt based on guesses 

of which breeds are in him, even if you 

know the parents of the mixed breed 

dog very well. What you see on the 

outside often doesn’t reflect the true 

genes on the inside. There is a DNA test 

available in a home kit available which 

can identify up to 38 specific breeds of 

dog. This test is not intended to identify 

genetic diseases but to fulfill your curios-

ity about your dog’s inherited gene pool.

Mixed or Purebred

With all the problems purebred dogs 

are facing, you might not be getting a 

better dog no matter how much mon-

ey you spend. Finding the right breeder 

who asks the right questions 

about the type of dog, 

disposition, use of the 

dog and environment 

it will live in is critical. Truly dedicated 

breeders will not sell a puppy to just 

anybody. They want to make sure you 

know what you are getting and if it will 

be the right choice for you. A responsi-

ble breeder is not doing it for the mon-

ey; they are breeding dogs because 

they truly care about the breed.

Rescue organizations and shelters 

will also be identifying the right dog 

for your family and environment if you 

decide to adopt. High-end pet stores 

selling pure bred and designer dogs are 

in it for the money and buyer beware. If 

you spend a lot of money at a pet store 

or from the wrong breeder, be sure you 

have extra money put aside for the po-

tential health problems that are sure to 

pop up long after you purchase the dog.

To help eliminate uncertainty, a solu-

tion may be to look to adopt an adult 

dog that already has the appearance, 

temperament and behavior you seek. 

It is important to understand that all 

dogs are individuals, regardless of their 

heritage. Because dogs are such indi-

viduals, purebred and mixed breed dogs 

can only be compared in general terms. 

If you put a mixed breed dog next to 

a purebred dog, either may be more 

beautiful, more intelligent, healthier and 

the very best choice for your family. 

Please consider adopting a dog 

from a local rescue like those listed in 

South Georgia Pets. Many purebred 

and mixed breed dogs are available for 

adoption and make wonderful, loving 

additions to your family.  h

Original publication: BocaDog  

Magazine
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and affordable service. For more than 

throughout EfÏngham and Screven 
counties. A local company, owner Clarence 

boy and have been here in EfÏngham all 
my life.”

the City of Pooler, EfÏngham County—
including the EfÏngham County Board of 
Education—BB&T Bank, as well as many 
residential customers throughout the area. 

Clarence says they are known for being 

their attention to detail. “We take good 

we provide, especially after a major work 
operation.”

evaluation of trees on a property. Clarence 
says, “Although we often need to remove 

preserve what’s left.” In particular he says, 
“I try to conserve all the Georgia Live Oak 
trees I can.”

results for your property. Clarence Wright’s 
Tree Service is fully insured, including 

worker’s compensation, and they are the 

tree service needs.
Clarence says, “Our prices are very 

situation and provide you a free estimate.”

safely and effectively remove trees so that 
your home and yard remain safe. When the 

your property.

Because regular 

the job safely and efÏciently, including 
cleanup.

clearing services. Whether you need a clean 

the first time.

stump to chips and take it down to well 
below ground level. As a bonus stump 

that can be used as mulch.

Forestry mulching is a very 
cost effective way to clear overgrown brush 

areas. It can be a replacement for other 

and burning. It also eliminates the expense 
of transporting and disposing of debris.

Bush 

trees and brush. It helps eliminate heavy 

development, or whatever you need done.

Pro mowing services saves you 

creates a more professional appearance.

Rick Spinks

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076 © 2020 GEICO

912-352-1271 

geico.com/savannah-spinks 

7601 Waters Avenue 

Savannah

Listen to 

“When Your Health Matters”

Every Saturday 9-10pm   
WTKS 97.7FM & 1290AM  

 

Improve and achieve a better quality of life—

without relying on drugs or surgery. 

Find and maintain your best health using 

Natural Whole Body Solutions. 

 Holiday time is the best time for you to: 

       •  Eliminate gas, bloating and indigestion 

        • Restore your digestive balance

       •  Avoid holiday weight gain

Call Advanced Alternative Medicine Center 

Your True Healthcare Provider  

Are You Ready for the Best Health of Your Life?

Serving the Savannah Metro Area
138 Canal Street  

Building 400 Suite 404
Pooler, GA 31322

Spineboy.com
cell: 845.561.2225

Doc Rick

912.667.3949  |  www.magicinsurance.net

1569 GA-21 S, Springfield GA 31329

Veterans receiving VA benefits and/or Tricare for Life 

retirees who have Medicare: You're NOW eligible for

• $0/Month

• $0 Co-Pays Part C Plans

• Up to $100 Part B premium Reduction 

• Up to $3,000 of Dental Coverage

• and More!

Annual Enrollment Period 

is October 15 - December 7 
Call us to REVIEW, CHANGE or ADD TO your plan

Call, visit our new 

o�ce, or come to our 

one-of-a kind Mobile 

Insurance Drive-Thru.
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Clarence Wright’s Tree Service, LLC 
Clarence Wright’s Tree Service 

will complete any tree maintenance and 
service you need with honest, reliable, 
and affordable service. For more than 
two decades they have been serving 
commercial and residential customers 
throughout EfÏngham and Screven 
counties. A local company, owner Clarence 
Wright says “I am a homegrown country 
boy and have been here in EfÏngham all 
my life.”

Their commercial clients include 
the City of Pooler, EfÏngham County—
including the EfÏngham County Board of 
Education—BB&T Bank, as well as many 
residential customers throughout the area. 

Clarence says they are known for being 
prompt and reliable and in particular for 
their attention to detail. “We take good 
care of people’s homes and businesses, 
and customers really love the cleanup 
we provide, especially after a major work 
operation.”

Tree service also includes a professional 
evaluation of trees on a property. Clarence 
says, “Although we often need to remove 
trees and brush, we are also trying to 
preserve what’s left.” In particular he says, 
“I try to conserve all the Georgia Live Oak 
trees I can.”

They use the safest techniques and 
professional equipment to provide the best 
results for your property. Clarence Wright’s 
Tree Service is fully insured, including 

worker’s compensation, and they are the 
experts to call for all your land clearing and 
tree service needs.

Clarence says, “Our prices are very 
reasonable, and we will be glad to come 
out and access your tree or land clearing 
situation and provide you a free estimate.”

CLARENCE WRIGHT’S TREE  
SERVICE, LLC AVAILABLE SERVICES:

Tree Removal—They will arrive at your 
location promptly and fully equipped to 
safely and effectively remove trees so that 
your home and yard remain safe. When the 
tree removal has been completed, Wright’s 
will clean up and completely haul away 
all of the tree removal debris surrounding 
your property.

Tree Trimming—Because regular 
trimming allows your trees to continue 
growing healthy, Wright’s will assess 
and complete any tree trimming needed 
using their specialized equipment and 
experienced operators, who can complete 
the job safely and efÏciently, including 
cleanup.

Land Clearing—Whether you’ve got a 
residential or commercial property, call 
Wright’s for their comprehensive land 
clearing services. Whether you need a clean 
up to begin a construction project or you 
simply want more usable space on your 

property, they will get the job done right 
the first time.

Stump Grinding—Eliminate stumps 
on your property with Wright’s stump 
grinding service, which will reduce the 
stump to chips and take it down to well 
below ground level. As a bonus stump 
grinding results in lots of chips of wood 
that can be used as mulch.

Mulching—Forestry mulching is a very 
cost effective way to clear overgrown brush 
and prevent invasive species in wooded 
areas. It can be a replacement for other 
land-clearing methods, such as bulldozing 
and burning. It also eliminates the expense 
of transporting and disposing of debris.

Bush Hogging & Mowing—Bush 
hogging means clearing lands of small 
trees and brush. It helps eliminate heavy 
brush to prepare land for farming, hunting, 
development, or whatever you need done.

Mowing—Pro mowing services saves you 
time and equipment maintenance and 
creates a more professional appearance.

CALL CLARENCE WRIGHT’S TREE SERVICES LLC FOR:

Tree removal   •   Tree trimming    •   Stump grinding 
 Mulching   •   Bush hogging   •   Mowing

(912) 655-2527

Member of Concerned Citizens of E�ngham charity group. 
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Meet Jeanine Thompson
Pooler Market Executive at our  
Savannah Quarters office
jthompson@greatoaks.bank  |  912-450-6127

Grow Your Legacy with 
Great Oaks Bank

GreatOaks.Bank   |   2100 Pooler Parkway, Savannah GA 31322NMLSR#512258 MLO#891694

Like the great oaks that grace our 
landscape, Great Oaks Bank has 
deep roots in the communities 
we serve. We provide warm, 
friendly, responsive customer 
service, banking products designed 
to meet the needs of small 
businesses and families, and true 
relationship banking supported 
by best-in-class technology. Call 
or stop by our Savannah Quarters 
o�ce to discover what authentic 
community banking is all about.

Union Ironworkers help to build the 

city and industrial scape of Georgia, 

the U.S.A. and Canada. They are 

recognized as highly skilled, highly 

trained, and safe craft workers. 

The U.S. Department of Labor is 

predicting the overall employment 

of Ironworkers to grow 13% from 

2021 to 2026. 

Locally, to accommodate this 

predicted growth, IRONWORKERS 

LOCAL UNION 709 has expanded 

their state-of-the-art APPRENTICESHIP 

TRAINING CENTER. Apprentices are paid good 

wages and receive health and retirement benefits 

while gaining experience through on-the-

job training combined with in-the-classroom 

learning. This tremendous education is provided 

at no financial cost to the Apprentice.

Contact us if you would like to work with your 

hands, be outdoors and want a career that will 

build a strong future for your life!

IRONWORKERS  LOCAL 709

www.ironworkerslocal709.org  |  813.777.9991  |  reis@ironworkerslocal709.org

become an 

APPRENTICE
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$0JOIN FEE

+ FREE
     first
     month

JOIN NOW
No coupon code necessary!

ymcaofcoastalga.org

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES

Nov. 26-Jan. 31!

- Access to all ten YMCA of Coastal Georgia 
locations
- Unlimited group exercise, spin and fitness 
classes
- Our free wellness program, ACTIVATE, to help 
you achieve your goals
- Child Watch, our free child care while you work 
out
- Member discounts on programs and services 
like personal training and youth sports
- Access to all Ys nationwide 



POOLER RECREATION COMPLEX  
200 PRESTON STOKES DRIVE

5 Baseball Fields
2 Soccer/Football Fields

Batting Cages and Playground

POOLER P
Recreation Department  & Leisure Services

POOLER PARK
900 SOUTH • ROGERS STREET

Seeking Sponsorships
For Our Youth Teams

• Administrative Office • Gymnasium 
• 5 Ball Diamonds • Batting Cages
• Playgrounds • Outside Basketball 

Community Center
1400 square foot dining area, 
kitchen with complete stoves, 

ample room for outdoor 
activities, $100 per day rental.

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
(Sangrena Woods)

•   Quilting
• Line Dancing
• Crafts
• Meals
• Games

• Billiards Room
• Jewelry Classes
• Day Trips
• Exercise

Transportation Provided If Necessary

Daily Activities

Seeking Volunteers
For Coaching

748-5776 
www.PoolerRec.com       

Join Us On Facebook
poolerrecreation@pooler-ga.gov

• Baseball 5-14
• Softball 7-12
• T-Ball 
   (Girls 4-6, Boys 4)
• Spring Soccer 4-12
• Fall Soccer 4-12
• Youth Basketball 5-13
• Summer Basketball 9-13
• Adult Sports
• Tumbling 3+ $45
• Dance 3+ $50/$60

we have a state-certified Ambulatory Surgery 
Center, are fully privileged at Savannah-area 
hospitals and offer early morning and Saturday 
appointments. We have satellite offices in Pooler, 
Statesboro and The Landings.

 each patient and set of symptoms 
individually because we know what works best for 
one patient may not work best for another. We take 
the time to create an individualized approach to 
your ENT health, working to improve your conditions 
and quality of life. We want you to feel comfortable 
and confident understanding your treatment plan. 
Our health coach will walk you through each step of 
your treatment plan, surgery or other procedures to 
ensure you are healing and improving.

Main Office: Satellites: 

 comprehensive medical 
and surgical treatment for problems of the 
ear, nose, throat and related structures of 
the head and neck, including treatment of 
allergies and sinusitis, sleep apnea, thyroid 
and parathyroid disease and voice and 
swallowing disorders. We also treat pediatric 
ENT patients for a variety of problems, 
including chronic ear infections and tonsillitis.
Our skilled audiologists provide the latest 
in hearing-aid technology at Audiology and 
Hearing Aid Services. We utilize the latest 
ENT technologies, such as balloon sinuplasty 
for treatment of sinusitis, radiofrequency 
ablation of the tongue base for treatment of 
sleep apnea and endoscopic techniques for 
thyroidectomy and parathyroidectomy.

Kirkland’s Flooring has been committed to quality and unbeatable prices 
for the past 20 years starting in Evans, Ga, but they never planned on just 
stopping there. 

Kirkland’s Flooring was not new to the Savannah area as they started 
doing new construction work in 2009. So in July 2020, Kirkland’s Flooring 
decided to lay down roots in the lowcountry and opened their Savannah 
showroom. Located less than a mile from the popular Tanger Outlets, it is 
arguably in a perfect location in the ever-growing Pooler area. 

In their beautiful showroom, they exclusively sell Evacore Waterproof 
Floors. These luxury floors are designed for comfort and to be lived on. 
Waterproof Click looks exactly like real hardwood, but it’s low-maintenance, 
stain & water resistant and affordable. No wonder it is quickly becoming the #1 
flooring consumers choose! 

Why choose Kirkland’s Flooring?
Kirkland’s is here for you every step of the way! They are a full service and 

complete turn key company from start to finish. 
Founded on quality, customer service, dedication to product knowledge 

and a standing reputation, they have always and will continue to focus on 
their crews leaving their customer’s homes with a lasting impression of a job 
well done. 

With business in the lowcountry flourishing, you can say that Kirkland’s 
Flooring Pooler location is another great success story for the company of 20 
years and counting. Today, Kirkland’s continues to be committed to quality 
and offering a greater selection with unbeatable pricing that simply can’t be 
matched by big box stores.

912.200.7914

kirklandsflooring.com

1775 Benton Blvd, Savannah

Now in Pooler 

(on Benton Blvd, 1.5 miles from Tanger Outlets)

Kirkland’s Flooring O�ers Quality and Customer Satisfaction
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FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF OUR PATIENTS  

we have a state-certified Ambulatory Surgery 
Center, are fully privileged at Savannah-area 
hospitals and offer early morning and Saturday 
appointments. We have satellite offices in Pooler, 
Statesboro and The Landings.

WE TREAT each patient and set of symptoms 
individually because we know what works best for 
one patient may not work best for another. We take 
the time to create an individualized approach to 
your ENT health, working to improve your conditions 
and quality of life. We want you to feel comfortable 
and confident understanding your treatment plan. 
Our health coach will walk you through each step of 
your treatment plan, surgery or other procedures to 
ensure you are healing and improving.

Savannah’s premier group of ear, nose, 
and throat professionals, specializing in 
total care of head and neck disorders.

Main Office: 5201 Frederick St., Savannah  |  Satellites: Pooler, Statesboro, Southside Savannah

From left, top row: Dr. Michael Zoller,  
Dr. Fred Daniel, Dr. Stephen Rashleigh, 
Dr. William Moretz; bottom row:  
Dr. Brad Rawlings, Michelle Yamada, PA-
C, Kristen Thomas, PA-C and  
Dr. Jennifer Miles

Ears, Nose & 

�roat Associates 

of Savannah, PC

WE SPECIALIZE IN comprehensive medical 
and surgical treatment for problems of the 
ear, nose, throat and related structures of 
the head and neck, including treatment of 
allergies and sinusitis, sleep apnea, thyroid 
and parathyroid disease and voice and 
swallowing disorders. We also treat pediatric 
ENT patients for a variety of problems, 
including chronic ear infections and tonsillitis.
Our skilled audiologists provide the latest 
in hearing-aid technology at Audiology and 
Hearing Aid Services. We utilize the latest 
ENT technologies, such as balloon sinuplasty 
for treatment of sinusitis, radiofrequency 
ablation of the tongue base for treatment of 
sleep apnea and endoscopic techniques for 
thyroidectomy and parathyroidectomy.

912.351.3030

entsavannah.com
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Find more events and happenings at 
PoolerMagazine.com. 

To submit your events to the calendar, 
email Tonya@JDelSURMarketing.com.

POOLER EVENTS
11/13: Holiday Pop Up Event!

The Stamper’s Boutique
586 S Columbia Ave, Rincon

11/19: Bill Wade Memorial Golf 

Tournament, Rotary of West Chatham
9:00am  |  Savannah Quarters Country Club

11/22: Turkey Camp
9:00am - 12:00pm  |  Children’s Museum of Pooler
200 Tanger Outlets Blvd Suite 589, Pooler

12/1: Geechie Rootz Christmas Pop-up
3:00pm  |  Tanger Outlet, Pooler

12/4: Annual Merry Little Christmas Event
9:00am - 3:00pm  |  Ellen Claire Soapery 
3130 US Highway 80, Bloomingdale

12/4-12/5: Sam’s Club Merry-ville
15 Mill Creek Circle, Pooler

12/11: Holiday Spectacular Pop-Up Event
9:00am - 2:00pm 
Goshen Park Commercial Center

12/17: The Friday Experience
12:30 – 3:00pm  |  Advanced Academics 
405 Louisville Rd. Suite 104, Pooler

12/18: Christmas with Rick Elvis
7:00 - 10:00pm 
Cottonwood Suites Savannah Hotel and 
Conference Center

12/31: Clayton Knight: Artist of the ETO 

Allied War E�ort 1942
National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force
179 Bourne Ave, Pooler
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Get ready Pooler! Atlanta’s award-
winning Japanese Fusion, fast-casual 
restaurant, PONKO Chicken, is 
opening mid-November! 

PONKO Chicken Pooler is owned 
by one of the area’s most well-known 
restaurant franchisees, Steve Mills, and 
partner Charlie Bruce. They are very 
excited to bring one of Atlanta’s most 
popular restaurant concepts to Pooler 
for locals to enjoy.

Every item on PONKO’s “East 
Meets West” menu is unique, from 
the deliciously crispy breaded Chicken 
Tenders, its sweet OG Sauce, Japanese-
marinated Pickles, Green Beans drizzled 
with Miso Tahini and Fried Onions, as 
well as the Sweet Potato and PONKO 
fries sprinkled with “Foodie Flakes”—a 
combination of Japanese Furikake 
along with other savory spices. Even 
PONKO’S Grilled Chicken is offered 
with a choice of Island, Teriyaki, 
Barbeque or Spicy sauces and the all-
beef Hot Dogs are fried and served with 
PONKO’s signature Slaw on a Potato 
Bun. PONKO Chicken also serves 

a wide array of delicious gluten free, 
vegan and vegetarian options including 
Tofu Tenders and Veggie Burgers. 
Every aspect of PONKO’S menu is made 
in-house daily, in small batches and is 
mouthwateringly delicious.

And whether you’re looking for the 
perfect game day platter, individual 
meals for a meeting or an array of 
fabulous food for your next family 
gathering, their customized catering 
menu is absolutely perfect!

 Known for their focus on healthy 
dining, PONKO Chicken only uses 
Rice Bran Oil to prepare all of their food, 
due to the fact that it is known to help 
lower cholesterol, boost the immune 

system, protect heart health and has a 
host of other benefits. 

 Located in a spectacular 2,500 sq. ft. 
venue, the restaurant features beautiful 
millwork touches providing a warm and 
inviting atmosphere. In fact, the instant 
you walk through PONKO Chicken’s 
doors you at once feel welcome by their 
wonderful staff. 

PONKO Chicken Pooler is 
located at 405 Pooler Parkway, between 
Starbucks and McAlister’s, and is open 
for lunch and dinner from 11am until 
9pm Sunday through Thursday and 11am 
through 10pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 
For menus and more information, please 
visit www.ponkochicken.com

Award Winning PONKO Chicken Opens In Pooler 

Terry Carter Agency, Allstate Insurance 
“Our goal in the Terry Carter 

Agency is to deliver outstanding 

customer service and make sure ev-

eryone is properly insured and pro-

tected for the unexpected,” says 

agency owner Terry Carter. 

They offer auto, home-

owners, flood, renters, 
business, boat, and life insurance. They are ded-

icated to providing customers with the informa-

tion they need to make informed insur-

ance decisions.

From helping you find available dis-

counts on your auto insurance to talking 

you through your coverage options, it’s 

personalized help that keeps you covered 

and provides peace of mind.

Homeowners insurance is an important 

area where the team at the Terry Carter 

Agency can help you get the coverage that fits your life and 
home. Terry says, “No two homes are alike. We will work to-

gether to design your insurance policy. We help make the pro-

cess quick and easy, so you can start protecting your home as 

soon as possible.”

He says it’s crucial to consider adding flood insurance be-

cause it helps cover physical damage to your home and be-

longings from floods or related losses from rising water. 
“When you purchase a flood policy, you’re helping 

protect yourself from the financial burden flooding 
can cause,” he says, “In fact, just one inch of water 

in a home can cost more than $25,000 in damage. 

Having flood insurance can help make the recov-

ery process quicker, easier and less costly.”

Terry moved to Pooler in 2011 and says 

he treasures its small town feel with big 

city access. He enjoys helping his commu-

nity and serves as Chairman of the YMCA 

Board, Chairman of the Morningstar Chil-

dren’s Center (a 24-hour facility for chil-

dren with disabilities) and is a member of the 

Pooler Chamber of Commerce.

Terry says being there for his customers “feels like a privi-

lege to me. My team and I are proud to help customers protect 

their families and future.”

agents.allstate.com/terry-carter-pooler-ga.html

       /TerryCarterAllstateInsurance

157 Mack Rd, Pooler, GA 31322 

HOURS: M-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; Sat: by appointment; Sun: Closed

(912) 748-6639
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Queensborough takes pride in being a local resource for financial 

services. But we’re more than just a bank. We live, work, and 

invest our time and resources right here 24/7. Your success

is our reward and giving back has been part of our DNA 

since 1902. We are your Qmmunity bank.

P r o u d  t o  b e  P o o l e r ' s  Q m m u n i t y  B a n k

www.QNBTRUST.bank

GEORGIA’S COMMUNITY BANK since  1902

1559 POOLER PARKWAY � POOLER,  GEORGIA

MIKE ENGLISH

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT,

 COASTAL REGIONAL MANAGER 

NMLS#: 777288

KEASHA HARRIS

UNIVERSAL

BANKER 

TONY GRAY

BRANCH MANAGER

 NMLS#: 1041306

RILEY YOUNG

UNIVERSAL

BANKER

BRIAN DART

 COMMERCIAL BANKER 

NMLS#: 652499


